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THE CHRISTIAN, 
READER. 


His holy Letter of that ready Scribe 


NB of Chriſts Kingdom, is ſo full of Grace 
FRY 4#d Trath, that it needs no other E- 
LI piſtle commendatory then it ſelf. 

Yet ſering the Lot is unexpettedly fallen upon 
my pew, to give it 4 Supericription that 1 way 
paſle current from hand to hand; 1 ds heartily 
in the firſt place, dedicate it to thee, thou blee- 
ding, troubled-ſpirit, 4s 4 choice cordial friend, 
an Interpreter, one of 4 thouſand, that doth uot 
onely ſprak thy heart, but by the Comforter (whom 
Chriſt hath promiſed to ſend) to thy heart. 

It may be this paper preſent is ſent o# Embaſ- | 
fie from Heaven, on purpoſe, to ſet thy bowſe in | 
#rdey, to untir thy boſome knots, to bind the ſtrong 
man, and caſt bim ous of thy dooret, thes thy 
heart may be onte againe ſet at liberty, to, ſerve 
t he Lord thy God in thy generall and particular 


A3 Cal» 


1 


To the (briftian | 
\ Calling, | whoſe ſervixe is thy freedome; What is | I 
Leven by this Ambaſſador of Chriſt, (who i; 
now the voice of one crying in the wilderneſſe } 
to 4 wearic and heavy laden ſoule tn this Iſland, 
{ I badrather it 015.) rag to thy judgement in 
the ſerionm dd ec to thy conſcience in the 
bome application thereof, than from my opinion 
it : Therefore I (hall onely adde ( as the Cons 
tents of this letter )- certain (cle&t Cales, pro- 
{ poled and reſolved .4#, the ſeyerall paragraphs 
. | thereof, as they lie in order inthe pagts following, 
Viz. 


Pape 3. | 
Trouble of wind in civil aFaires by the ſecret 
inj<Rion of religious thoughts.  _ 
Page 4-' 
. From oy ſuch ſuggeſtions do ariſe, 
age 8, | 
How to entErtain them when they crowd is. |: 
' Page 12. ; 
Concerning the not being humbled for ſiane- | 
full diftraftions that hinder and interrupt the 
{pirituall performance of holy duties. . 
Page IG. - | 
How a Chriſtian may be faid to beunder the 
Covenant of works, | | 
| Page 18. 
How to conceive aright of that Myſtery of 
Myllteries,the blefled Perfons in the Trinity. 
| Page 22, 


The ſouls aptneſſe to go to God immediately | 
1 holy duties, withoat taking Chritt Jeſus by |} 
the hand, 


E: Page|} 


® 


Reader. 
i 5 Page 26, | BICKY \ 
. How to apply abſolute promites to thylUlfe; 
fhoogh they arc made indefinitely without" 


L ® + JR 1 
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by. . P 38. N. \ 
» A netable diſcovery of a ſecret uowillingnes 
{a non to ſeek God inthe RriRteſt ſolemn, 
ſervices, before it entreth intothem : Wenrioeſs 
pf them, while they laſt ; and a gladneſſe, when 
they are ended. 
| Page 42. 
' Aſound confutation ofthat Hereticatl Armi- 
fian Tenet, viz, That the {trength of Grace is 
tobe got rather by Argumentation,then inward 
J] Communication and influence, ariſing from uni- 
Fa wich Chriſt, 
| £218 Page. 44- F , 
| The experiences of this tried ſervant of Chriſt, |. 
{ who is the Pen-man hereof ) how ke was cu- 
ted of Atheifticall thoughts : whether they did 
wear out, ot whether by th& dint of Arguments 
they were rationally overthrown. 
Page 48. 
Laſtly, whether thoſe changes, which 4 &bild | 
of Ged bath ſometifnes, and theſe movingsot 
the ſpirit-are cauſed by a gaturall temper, or 


Ll which (cleft Caſes, (and many more, 
that collateral iſſwe from thtir ſides) are judici- | 
enſly reſolved with mach perſpienny and bravity | 
wcbeſe few ſheets, by the onely judge of all Contres | 

fer, the two edged ſword of the Spirit, the | 


of God. Tim oy % 
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RIES 


To the Oh ian 


Thus bu: bumbly beſeeching thee, toread over rhie 
Epflesf Chriff rothee, with the faine Spirit £ 
love; und of 4 ſonnd mind, which adreds 
line in it, 

I dee defire to leave rhee it the | Threxe, 
Grateyir the armer of Chrift, with the Fath 
All Corfort ; thus thin maieſt receive rhe Peas 
of Gi which: pfedls all nnder farging ; bye 
criwntd with joxwhoſptakable, and fult Glory. \ 
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I Labſethe my felfe 
2 Friend, . 
_ Thine in any Spiritaall 
furtherancy'of thy Faith, 


1% 
iu : 257 p! 
"William Adderley, 
" 0 LAT; 
S254 


Dated from Choreybeie in ; 12 25G 
rs Febr/1Migqne 3D: 


+SYIER 1 
| 


Dare not maltiply many words 
in acknowledgiog and protefling 
my own unftnefle and infuttt- 
ciency to yeeld your loving and 
127 & moſt welcom Letter, that fati(- 
th, fation which both your Self de- 
e, and it delerves* : Neither yet will I'be fo 
ithfull to you (ſeeing your expeRation 

uts me to reply) neither ought I (l think) be 
unſerviceable to Jeſus Chrilt, who in-y$g, 
by you, beckens to me to take this call to 
ite to you, and nottonegle1o fair a (ea-! 
ſeeing eſpecially it may be poſſible my dy- 
Letter. toyon, before I depart from henee, 
returne to him, as lot knowing but onr 
diſaſters and Sea-ſtraits (of which I wrote 
you) may be but preparations for the execu- 
of this next approaching voyage. Yet our 
$are to the hits, and our delires are your 


ng 


3 and at this time my endeavour ſhall 
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je in reſpe& of your: ſelf, to break open that 


F4 


light to you, and to prepare it to you ; with | Fa 
that brevity I may, avd with what plainenefle | Þ | 
T am able ; beſeeching the God and Father of | I' rn 


our Lord Jcſus Chriſt, who mult be when all 
failes, the wonderfull Counſellor, to give yeu | 
the fpirit of revelation, ' and that after you have 
ſuffered a while by.theſe outward temptations, i 
doubts, fears, deſertions, diſtrations, which 
the Letter mentions, hee would make you pere 
fe, ſtabliſh, ſtrengthen, and ſettle you. And} 
this I verily think will be theunexpe&ed, yet 
happy, joyfull, and moſt glorious end of them ; 
For fince I have obſerved andſcen the lamen- 

table ruines of the ſoule, and ſeeming graces of 
many men, by being rockt a:ſleep in a\quiet 
ſtill, calme, cafic performance of duties ; withy 
out ſuch awaking temptations and tumults 
within,” which it ſelf complaines of : I ſay} 
ſince I bave obſerved what a deale of mud 1s 
in the bottom of ſuch ſtandjng Pools, and what 
a deale of filth is in ſach Moats, whichare in- 
wardly at eaſe, and not emptied from veſlellto 
veſſell, next unto the donation of the Lord Je- 
ſus to a man, I have accounted ſuch tumultu- 
ons heart-ſtorms and uproars, together with 
the fruitfull ſtrange effeRtsof them, the ſecond 
mercy. For Inevef faw that man kept from 
ſecret putrefaRtion. and Corruption, that was 


not uſually ſalted with ſach temptations (pe [| 
And |: 


cially io a Chriſtians firſt Appreneiſbip) 
uſually preſerve him entire till deaths 


| therefore (Dear Sir) faint not, for Jens 
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in (vil employments. 
will raiſe a world of blesfiggs out of your T4 
{ent Chaos and confulions. But I make bait eo) 
| anſwer. Before yaur reply to my firſt Letter; | 
your complaints are many- ., | 
| Yourfirterouble is, concerning your diftur. 
bances in civill affairs, by the ſecret inzefian! 
JF] of Religious thoughts ; ſo that you know+not! 
| how to follow the one, without hazard of grie-! 
{ viog the ſpirit, and breaking your peabe, in not! 
[ maintaining and nouriſhing the ſametime the! 
other - and hence being drawn to go two 
# waics at theſametime (whichyou cannot wel 
8 dog your heart is diſquieted, and your peace 
8 much interrupted. 
q This of yours, me in mind of the'com- 
Splaint of an honelt, yet plain man, to an able 
Miniiter once, who in bewailing his conditi- 
onto him, among other miſcries, that was not 
the leaſt + ( viz.) that he was excecdiag| 
troubled with good thoughts, ſo that he” could! 
{not follow his place, wnlefle very oft he gdid 
ftand ftill and pray, 'for fear of grieving the 
Spirit, (as he thought) and Wing his ſcaſon 
of being heard in Heaven :. (for ſaid Conſci> 
| ence oft unto him) how doſt thou know but 
this may be thy accepted time, and ifthoudoſt 
not take it, it may be thou ſhalt never have it 
in ? I have forgot the Miniſters aniwer, 
|butT am fare in thete complaints you go not a» 
{lone + 'I havelately known one very able, mls, 
and godly, put upon the Rack in theſe kind of 
thoughts dy a. that envying Gods peoples 
pace, knowes tbw ro change himſelte _ 
244 B' 2 
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| Of ordering the thoughts 


Twothings 
to be conli- 
dercd a- 
bout moti- 


] hourely life, and finding mach benefit by it, hee 


e&N of light. For it being bis uuall courſe 
foo. aphid his health, to make a diary of his 


was in Conſcience prelt by the power and de- 
lafion of Satan, to make and take the ſame daj- 
ly ſarvay of his life in the time of hisſickneſle, 
by meanes of which, he ſpent his enfeebled 
ſpirits, caſt on fuell to fire his fickneſſe, and 
bad not # friend of his convinced him of his er- 
ronious eunſcience, mifleading him at that time, 
he had murdered his body, out of conſcience to 
ſave his ſoule, and to preſerve his grace, and 
do you'think theſe were the motiens of Gods 
ſpirit, which like thoſe Locuſts? Rev. 9. 9,10. | 
had faces like men, bat had tailes like Scorpi- | 
ons, and ſtings in their tailes. + | 
Your thoughts I know, are not likely to pro« | 
duce the ſame <ffeAs; although you have the | 
ſame efficient : and becauſe you ſay your peace | 
[18 hereby diſturbed by ignorance, as not know- 
ing what to doe in the midſt of theſe Civill a- 
ions and thele religious thoughts, I conceive | 
that two thinfÞ arc co be ſadly conſidered of, | 
for the cure ofthem. | 
Firſt how to know when ſuch religious pi-| 
ous thoughts come from Gods ſpirit, and when 
from the devill transforming bimſclfinto an An- 
of light, or from a well-melted ſtirring con- 


come from Gods ſpirit, you are bound to nou- 
riſhth&m ; but when not, you are bound not to 


embrace nor comply with them, Secondly, 
learn how your ſoul js to behave aad carry'it 


n — 
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ſelfe 


cience; yetbliad. For when you know they 


: 
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' [thinke them hypocrites, and fo be 


PR" 


" in Civil employments. 


ſelfe in Civill employments : For when you 
ſee how you doe, and may honour God in fol- 
lowing them, -your ſpirit will not be ſo unquiet, 
if at any time you imbrace not the ſuggeſtions 
of the other. 

I» For the firſt briefely, all good motions 
andthoughts are not the ſpirits motions, as may 
thus appear. "i 

There be three things chiefly by which wee 
may diſcerne.the motions, ſuggeſtions, and 
thoughts which come from Gods ſpirit : all 
which concurring together in a good ation, or 
thought, or word, (not one alone) will make 
diſcovery whether they are from Gods ſpirit or 
not. 

1. If itbe ſvggeſted for Gods ends, - its from 
Gods ſpirit, toact fo highas for a ſupernaturall 
end, mult ariſe from a ſupernatarall principle, 
which only is Gods ſpirit , Pharafaicall a&ti- 
ons were for « double ſelfiſh end, and hence, 
not from Gods ſpirit, but nature, and their own 
ſpirit. 1, To beſeen of men, 2, It they.did 
any of them abhor this, yet it was to purchaſe 
and gender in their own minds an opinion of 
holinefle before God, and hence Chrilt gwes 
them this Item, in giving Almgs, that they 
ſhould not let the right hand know what their 
— doth y be, many men will uy good 

leſt they d by the negleR of them, 

E troubled for 
them. : Chriſt would have us not to take notice 
ef what we do for ſuch an end; | 
If they be AER” quickned from Gods 
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of ordering the thouohts 
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|good end) publiſhed the miracle the more ; 


command, for the higher meaſure of holinetle 
tor glorious ends, without a warrant from the 
| Word, is the more ſordid ſuperſtition : Chritt. 


anger to tell no man, he, (no queſtion for a 


this was a good motion, but it was ſinnefall in 
him, beiog croſſe to Chrilts command : when 
Chriſt would have waſhed Peters feet, he had 
many thoughts that came into his head, con- 
cerning hisowne vilenefſe, and Chriſts glory ; 
and had a-good end and meaning in his antwers; 
yet his humility croſſing Chrilts command, the 
Lord profeſſeth againſt it, and him for it, that 


he had no part ia him, if hee ſhould goe on in 
it. 


ſon; for let the duty be commanded and right- 
ly directed, yet it it be not done in ſeaſon, it is 
not from Gods Spirit : hence Plal. 1. 7heregh- 
teous bring forth fruit 'in its ſeaſon : and hence 


apples of Gold : and hence wereadin Eccleſi- 
altes of a time, and ſeaſon for every thing mnger 
the” Smane + and therefore whenthere 15 a ſea- 
ſon of Gods apppointing for civillthings or bu- 
fineſſe, 1t is not ſeaſon now to be molelted or 
perplexed in it, by the inje&ion and'evocation 
of thoſe thoughts which we thinke to proceed 
from the Spirit of God : I know indeed, that 
the Spirit of God doth <nable a man to do what- 
ever good he doth; but as Grace makes Ng- 


healedthe Leper, when he charged him with| 


Gods Spirit fets a man on worke in due ſea- | 


Solomon (peakes of words ſpoken in ſeaſon, are as | 


_ brings 


ture ſometimes to ſerve, ſo finnefull Nature | 


_— 


in Civil emplyments. © 


brings Grace into captivity, (which Pas/com- 
plaincs of, Rom, 7.) and makes Grace to ſerve 
it. + To exhort and reprove another for finne, 
is from Gods Spirit that it is done, but tore» 
prove at an unſeaſonable time, its from finne- 
full corruption,abafing Gods grace,and makeing 
Sampſon to grinde. Its from tae excellency of a 
knite to cat well, but to cut my finger with it 

when 1 ſhould be cutting of my\meat with it, 

ari(eth not from the end of the knife, nor from 

the intention of hirh that made it : ſotothinke 
of good things, it is fromthe ſpirit, I grant, but 
to thinkof them jn iuch a ſeaſon that God ſets 
you a worke to minde-andfollow other occafi- 
ons, its from the enemy of Gods ſpirit, and 
your owne peace; for as it is afinne tonouriſh 

| worldly thoughts when God ſets you a worke 
1a {piritoall heavenly imployments, ſo it is (in 
ſome reſpects) as great a ſinto ſuffer your ſelf 
to be diltragted by ſpirituall thoughts, when 
God ſers you-:on worke in Civill (yet lawtull) 
imployments : ſuchthoughts (I conceive)are 
but the leven of Monkiſh holinefle, if they di- | | 
vert you from your lawfulfall affaires, when the 
Lord calls you tofollow them. For the Lord ne- 
ver calls you to two diversimployments at the 
ſametime, unlefle you make the one to be 2 
meanes to further the good of the other ; which 
ſuch piousthoughts in ſome civill imployments 
doe, it being no peece ot Chriſtian wiſdome or 
to turne round in worldly imployments 

ſo long till by giddindle wee fall down, but by 
lecret lteps ever and anon to look ap to bows 
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Of ordering the thoughts 


and to behold the face of God, to whom onely 


therein wee are to approve our ſelves. But 


ing fubſervient the one to theother, that you 
are diſtracted and moleſted, and your peace inv 


bleſom, and an heavy burthen, which ſurely can 
not be by the yoke of J «ſus Chriſt, therefore 
you muſt firſt bring your croables in thjs particu» 


vill aFaires, and nouriſh theſe thoughts as helps 
to maintaineyour peace and make you heaven- 
ly minded in them, (and if they ſerve ſufficient- 
ly to ſuch an end, why are you troubled with 


tably in civill aRions, unleſſe- you baniſh from 
you thoughts which doe (q miſerably diſtract 
you, and then why doe you fear you ſhall grieve' 


entertainment to them,the unſcaſonableneſle of 
which, ſpeaks plainely they came not from the 

ſpirits ggettions belides their hinderance of 
comfortably walking with God, which the im- 
ployments themſelves can never hinder, 

But you will ſay, when 1s the tealon of nou- 

riſhing ſuch thoughts, |; 

I anſwer,  Entertaine thoſe thoughts as (it 

may be ) yon have done ſome friends, who came 

to you at that time.you have buſineiſe with 

ſtrangers, (whom you love not ſo well as your 

friends, ) you'have deſired them to ſtay a while, 

untillyou have done with the other, and*then 
you have retdrned to- your friend, and when 


the 


yet it ſeemes your thoughts are ſo far from be- | 


. 


|terrupted, and your Chriſtian courſe made trou- | 


lar to this iſſue, either you may follow your Ci- |, 


them ? .) or els you cannot follow God comfor- |, 


Gods Spirit, if atthe ſame time you do not give | 


"Y _ 


[ 


| 


Il 


| 
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'Worldly employments are our firangers, yet 
they muſt be ſpoke with, Rcligious thoughts |. 


{| apartevery day for meditation, and then make | 


| them welcome ; then conſider and ponder well 


| therein, you (hall not need to feare any grie- 


—— 


k 


ployments- 


"in Cirvil im 
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_- 


the other hath been ſhucjout of the doores,the 0- | 


ther bath had the welcom,and hath lodged with 
you all njght ; and thus you have grieved nei- 
ther, but pleaſed both. It is fo in this caſe, 


and practiſes are our friends, theſe come unts 
us While God calls us to parley with the other, 
you cannot ſpeake with both at one time, in 
one place, without" much perplexity : take 
therefore this courſe, make much of the good 
thoughts, but parley not with them till your 
buſinefſe is done with ſtrangers ; and towards 
evening, Which is your ſeaſon, ſet ſome time 


what was ſuggeſted to you in the day time, and 
fiſt every good thought to the bran, for then js 
your {caſon, and after that let them ſup and 
lodge with you all night, and keep the houſe 
with you every day, And ſurely, when the 
Lord Jeſus ſhall ſce what a friend you ſhall 
make of his Spirit, and how wiſely you walke 


ving of it, -or unſcaſonable times 3: nay (1 
ſay) you will moſt fearefully grieve his 
Spirit, if you parley with the conceived ſug- 
geſtions of it at unſeaſonable times, What 
thow doſt, doe it with all thine heart, (aith Solo- 
men, Eccle. 9» 

Therefore when you are to pray, confer, or 
meditate, do it with all. your minde, and all 


your thoughts, and all your ſtrepgth, _ 50 —_ 
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| y 2 Manes, 


them with all your mind and might, and when 
che {caſon of meditation comes, take it, which 
glorious ordinance of God , although many 


good time, or when they have leiſure meeting 
with them, yet to ſet fome time apart for it 
ina folemn manger every day , -and that in con- 
ſcience as weedoe for prayer generally, where 
isthe man to be fonnd rthat'doesrhus? Thoſe 
men that thus negle& their ſeaſon of mafing and 
entriog inte parley with Gods Spirit dayly, may 
be well ſaid to grieve the Spirit, throngh the 
weglett of which ordinance,Gods Sy irit is as much 
grieved by Profe fſors in England ,as by any conrſe 
{ know. The Lord awaken us : bat I have 


fwer, * 

For the ſecond meanes viz. how the fonle 
is to carry 'it ſelfe in Civill employments, that 
ſoyqu'may not thinke you do for better, when 
you liſten to 'good thoughts as you \metiti» 
on, | 

I ſay but two things, 1. Learne to follow 
them out of an awfull reſpe& to the eye, ol 
ſence; and command of Jeſus Chriſt; and to 
doe what yon do in Civill buſineſſes, as the 
worke of Chrift z When you are riding, or ma- 
king vp breaches betw2en man and man, then, 
thinke I am now about the werke of Jcſus 
Chriſt, | 
_ Secondly , - ſeeing your ſelfe thus working 
in worldly employments for him, you may 4 

| - "faly 
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God calls you to worldly employments, do 


Chriftians ule it occaſionally, and againſt ſome | 


| run too farre already in this firſt part of my an |; 


-— 


_—_TS mn 
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, do 
when 
vhich 


. .* - . Ls | an 
in (,ivuil imployments- 


| 


fly apprehend that for that time God —__ 
to them, and you attend apon the workeof Je- 
ſus Chriſt 'in them, that you honour God: as 
mach, nay more by the meanct fervile world- 
ly aR, then if you ſhould bave ſpent all thar 
time in meditation, 'praye”, or any other ſpiri- 
tnall employment, to which you had no cal}at 
that time : It is poted therefore by ſome, of 
Paters wifes mother, that when Chriſt had hea- 
led her of her Fevor,ſhe ſate not downe at table 
with Chriſt mn communion with him, which 
(no queſtion) was ſweet, but miniltred at the 
Table, and ran toeand fra, and fo ſerved him, 


{ and ated for him, wherein ſhe ſhewed more 


love, and gave him more honour, viz. in that 
meane fervice , and in acting for him,. then 
in havivg communion with bim - now-it the 
Lord would out of his abundant goodnefſe, ſet 
the ſoule in fuch an acting frame 0 bim, and if 


| if could do its worldly employments, as the 


worke of Chriſt, and ſce how greatly it honors 
Chriſt in attending on him, Oh what peace. 
ſhould a Chriſtian- enjoy, notwithitanding all 
his diſtra&ions every day} And bow eaſily 
would fuch devout thoughts you ſpeak of, be 


noblenefle of thoſe good choughts you ſpeake of 
preſenting, themſelves againit che mean and 
bafe outfides of Civil affaires, makes you ready 
to honour the one, when you are call 'd toſerve 
the other; but now, by ſeeing, =? do the 
werkof Chriſt Jeſus inthem, you ſhall hereby 


I ett 


repell'd like darknefſe betore the lighe,. for the | 


ſee aglory inthe meaneſt ſervice you pertorme 
; w 


"Of being bumbled 


| Queſt. 2. 


| Anſw. 


in Civill afaires, and this will make you cleave 
unto them. But I have ſaid too. much about 
repelling of good thoughts in theſe times,wher» 
in men have ſo few, though (it may be) little 
enough to ſatishe you. 

Your ſecond trouble is this (viz) that your 
heart is kept from being humbled for finnefull 
diſtraRions, that hinder and, interrupt the ſpi- 
rituall performance of holy duties, and that for 


tary and accidentall. Secondly, Becauſe they 
cannot breake the Covenant between God and 
your ſoule, being bat infirmities. 


Covenant, together with the other. 4. I ſay, 
not onely inarmities do. not, but the greatelt 
finnes cannot make a breach of Covenant be- 
' tween God and the ſoul that is once really. (not 
rationally} wrapt up in the Covenantof grace. 
Indeed grofle ſcandalous fannes, nay infirmities, 
when they are given way to, and not reſiſted, 
may keepe the ſoule from the fruition for a time 
of Gods Covenant, but never from the eter- 
nal js and right unto it ; for as the. habit of 
Faith or Grace gives 2 man a conltant right to 


'| the promiſe and Covenant (which ſeed ever 


remaines, which habit ever laſts, Jer. 3.9.) fo 
the aft of Faith or Grace gives a man fruition 
of the Covenant and the benefit of the promiſe, 
and hence by the a&ing.and venting of ſome 


} finnes wherein there is included the negle&t of 


the exerciſe of grace, He that is really in co- 


venant with God, may be deprived of the fru. 


ition 
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For the latter clauſe concerning breach of. 


| 


two reaſons : Firſt, Becauſe they be involun- | 


1 
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'| grace is abſolute, wherein the Lord doth not 


. I love hath once knit. 


| mediately after the leaſt haits-breadth, ſwar- 


CW 
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tion of it; yet ſeeing the ſeed of God, and the 
habit of grace ever remaines, he cannot by any 
lin break his covenant, forthe covenant of 


onely promiſe the good, but to begin and per- 
fe and fulfill the condition abſolutely, without 
reſpe&t of (in, ex parte creatwre : Indeed if | 
Gods covenant of Grace did (as that of works) 


depend upon Man to fulfill the condition, ha- | 
| vidg ſufficient grace to fulfill it, then groſle (in 


might well breake the Covenant :* but ſeeing 
God hathundertaken to fulfill the Covenant ab- 
ſolutely, notwithſtanding all the evills and fins 
of the ſoul, no finne can poſſibly break chat 
knot and covenant which fo firme and reſolute 
And therefore, ifthis be 
a good argument, Infirmities cannot break co- 
venant-: What cauſe havel to be humbled for 
them? ſoastoſay, It is thy mercy Lord that 
I am not conſumed for them- (as. you write} 
you may upon the ſame ground ſay fo, Itthe 
Lord ſhonld deſert you, or you forſakethe Lord, 
and fo fall into the fenleſt finne, which I ſup. 
poſe corrupt conſcience dares not be fo bold as 
to think or allow of, 

Secondly, I fay the leaſt ſinnes or infirmities 
do break the firſt covenant of workes : and 
hence you do not onely deſerve, but are under 
the ſentence of death, and curſe of God, im- 


ving from the Law by the ſmalleſt finne, and 
molt inveluntary accidentall-infirmity.. Ac- 


RY to the Tenor ofthe Law, the ſoul =_ 
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finneth ſhall die : and curſed & he that conting- 


leaſt finne bei ex parte objeits ) inreipet 
of God eanzaſt qppercurt #y as hor- 
rible and as great as the greateſt, For! it being 
an infinite wrong being the diſhonour of an in» 
finite Majeſty, there can be no greater wrong 
then an infinite ene, unleſſe you can imagine a 
thing greater then that whicti$Ss infinite ; 'and 
therefore in this reſpeR, there is as much ve- 
nome and miſchiefe done againſt God in the 
lealt, as in the greateſt ſinne : And therefore 
it, and whoſoever: commits it, delerves death 
for it, as if they had committed the fouleſt finne 


{malleſt infirmitics, you may from hence ſee 
what cauſe you have freely to be humbled, and 
to confelle tor them how worthy you are to be 
deſtreyed ; yea, even to look upon yqur ſelf 
as lying under the ſentence of the Law and 
death, immediately after the commiſſion of 
them, nd ſoco mourne bitterly for them. 

But you will ſay, a Chriſtian that isunder 
the Covenant of grace, is not within the Co- 
venant of workes, that Bond js cancelled, the 
laſt will muſt ſtand : and therefore he being 
out of that Covenant, no finnes of his can be 
faidt6 breakethe Covenant, for no man can be 


and which he is not bound to keep. 
I anſwer, Every belecver batha donble being 
or ſtanding, and ſo there may be put upon bim a 


\ double reſpett. 


eth not in allthings of the Law. Gal. 3. 10. The 


faid to breake that Law under which he isnot, | 


p 


inthe world : and therefore after the leaſt and | 


Eiet, | 


p_2 


Bis , W's | _ Fe 
| for ſinnefull diſtraFtions 
| Firſt, he may be conſidered as united to, and 
having a ſpirituall being on Chriſt ; and fo it is | 
true, heis under grace, and the Coyenant of | 
Grace, agd not under the Law, nor the Cove» 
| nant of workes; and bence not being under 
theLaw, nor bound to keep it as a covenant of | 
lite (though it be a rule of life) no ſine. can | 
condemn him, there being no condemnation ts | 
| them that are in Chriſt Jeſus. Rope. 8. 1, But 
as Chriſt is above condemnation, and law, and 
death, and curſe, fois he. And this traly no+ 
| derſtqod, is the foundation of a Chriſtians joy 
and peace, and glory every day; yet ſo, as 
| though ſinne doth not condemne him, yet he 
hath good reaſon to ſay, it is mercy, and meer 
m+rcy, Lord, that I am riet conſumed, that-E | 
2m condemned, For finn@ is the ſame ; nay 
_ and Gods love aggravates (inne ; for to 
inne againlt the law deſerves death without re- 
covery,. but to- fmne when grace hath received 
me, and loved me ; when the blood of Chriſt 
bath bin ſhed abundantly to deliver me. from 
fin z Ohthis makesthe moſt ſecret ſilent ſine 
a crying one | So that if you do confider this 
well, you may ſee what little cauſethere is to 
bave youc heart riſing againſt the deepeſt bumi- 
liation for the leaſt ſinne, though you be-10 
Chriſt, and under grace + For as. Davie/ when 
he was put intothe Lions den, had nothe cafe 
to wonder that he was eot torne ia pieces by 
them'? and why ? becauſe it was not from a» 
ny defe& on their parts to teare bim in pieces, 
"3 from the omnipotent power, ad my 
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Of being humbled 


| {elf 


"and grace of his God, that murzell' their 


mouths ; ſo though no Lion can teare,though no 


finnes can burt er condemn a Chriſtian, - as hee | 


is conſidered in Chriſt ; yet, bath nd he caule 
to confefſe and wender, and ſay, , it isthy 
meer grace 3nd mercy that it is not ſo? (which 


| 8 the aR of humiliation your letter ſaith you cav | 


kardly come unto.) and why ? not becauſe Gods 
grace puts any lefle evill in ſfinne, but becaule it 
1s meerely grace that keeps it from ſpitting that 
veneme-which otherwiſe it would. | 
Secondly, A Chriſtian may be conſidered in 
reſpe& of his naturall being in himſelte, and 


thus he 1s ever under the Law, and as oft as hee | 


ſinaeth, under the ſentence of death ( and as 
the Apoſtle ſpeakes) by-nature even we (juſti- 
fied, quickned) fre the children of wrath as 
well as others. And thus after the” leaſt invo- 
lantary ' accidentall. finne, you may eaſily ſee 
what cauſe you have to lie down deepely. hum- 
bled, mourning under the ſentence of death, 
and Gods cternall cutſe, as a condemned man 

to the execution, to feel that fire that 


_ 189g 
Fan never go out; looking upon your ſelf as 


you are in your {clt, a torlorn caſtaway. every 
moment : and this truly underſtood is the foun- 
dation of g Chriſtians ſorrow, ſhame, and con- 
fufion of face , ſelf-loathing, ſeif-forgetting, 
| ing, and condemning every day : and 
(believe'it Sit) it isno {mall piece of a Chriſti- 
ans $kill and work, to put a difference between 
himſelfe and himſelf, humſelfe as be is in Chriſt, 


| 


and ſo to joy andtriamph, and bimſelfe as hee 
is 
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for finfull iftraftions E 


is growing oa his firſt root, and fo toſorrow, 
and loath, and-condemn himſelf : fo that (to 


J\wiade upall that I have aid) looke upon yout 


ſelte as in Chriſt, you may lay theſe involuntary 


Jinfirmities do not, ſhall not, condemn me. 


But Lord it is grace, Grace that it is not ſo, 
and this ig Evangelicall humiliation. Ldok a- 


pain apon your ſelf, as you ſtand on your own 
bottom,andlive in your awne nature,and ſ@ you 


broken a moſt. holy arid righteous Law, and 
therefore Iam already condemned : O woe is 
me, I have already undone my fſelfe by mine 
iniquity - andthis is Legall humiliation, which 
ſerves for mortification, as the firſt for viicati- 
on. I know it is very difficult to bring the heart 
to acknowledge freely it deſerves death after fo 
(mall an involuntary offence : but when the 
Lord reyealestwo things, Firſt, bimſAf ia his 
glory, Secondly, how the lcalt finne ſtrikes 
him : I perſwade my ſelfe the vilelt heart can- 
not but be forced to confefſe how jalt God 
ſhould be in his ſevereſt proceedings agaialt 
him, And withall conſider, the more 10nvo- 
lunfary any ſinne is, the more ſtrong and natu- 
rall it is, and the more naturall, the more hor» 
rible, as to be a naturall Thief is farre worſe 
then to be adcliberat thiefe,, who ſometimes 
ſteates z and therefore (good Sir) take heed of 
looking no deeper, nor ſeeing pe further then 


[the bareaRt, and uovelantarinefſe and acciden- 


talnefle, and ſuddennefſe of your infirmities - 


| for it you do, you looke through the wrong eng 
. C | (9 


may ſay after the leaſt infirmity ; I havenow | © 
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Lneft. 3, 


1 
| 
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of theglaſle, and they will appear ſo ſmall, that 
you will find it a very tough work to bring your 
heart conſentively to ſay (if I may ſay and uſe 
your owne phraſe) It is thy mercy Lord that I 
am not conſumed for them 3 but look 

them as indeed they are, in reſpe& of that 1nfi- 
nite glory, you ſtrike doing the greateſt miſ- 
chicfes to God by them, and ( which makes 
them the viler) as they areſoltrong, you can- 
not remeve them ; and fo horrible, as that it is 
naturall to you to commit them, &c. And 
ſurely you will not- (through grace) finde fuch 
thoughts haunt you long; not but that they wil 
be (haply) riſing and tempting, but never all- 
way vexing and prevailing. Satans ground 


and therefore fo farre he may come, and there 


innocent Adam, nay Jeſws Chriſt, by bis log- 
gcſting temptations) but the heart is Chri 


ill there offer to come in and vex you, and: 
prevail againſt you, and to lodge his ſuggeſti- 


Law and Chriſt on your fide, by this little Jig he 
now given you, to calt bim out. 


you, thinke the holy Ghoſt is God, yet you 
have net ſo high « repate of him, as of the Fa- 
ther and the Sonne, becanſe the Sonne ad- 


_— 


The third thing that troubles you, is the dif | 
ranking of the Perſons jn the Trinity,for though | 


reaching as far as the minds of Gods people, | 


he may walke, (forhe came into the minde of |: 


ons this or any. other way with you, you have | 


drefſeth himſelfe to Ged the Father in all his | 
| prayers and acknowledgements, in a more jm- | 


2” 


mediate 


IRE" 


eculiar pofleſſion and purchaſe ; and if be (ball f' 


[| in Trinity. 


I tore, ner the Sonne as Sonnez is taken for the 
4 Father, nor the holy Ghoſt” as holy Ghoſt, is at 


Yin Theologie; though the res ſubPrata the thing 
communicated, yet the ſame God-head conſi- 
Jdered asclothed with his Relative property (as 


Father, Sonand Spirit) it is not common, but 


Father, is not the God-head ofthe Son as Son, 


Pcripture, it is not becauſe heis either a diverſe 
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of tbe Holy Trinity. 


mediate manner then unto the holy Ghoſt, and 
therefore you would know if the word Father 
(as in the Lords Prayer, itcludes not the Unity 


To this briefly conſider three things, 

xr. Withont all queſtion, the ſame God 
which lies under that relative property of Fa- 
ther, is the ſame God with the Ged-head of 
the Sonne, and the God-head ofthe holy Ghoſt, 
there being not three Gods z and therefore the 
God-head of the Sonne and Spirit, are not ex- 
eluded, but included in the Godhead of the Fa- 
ther, when we looke upen the Father as God, 
inthe Lords Prayer; or any where elſe. 

2, But ſecondly, the Father as Father, is 
never taken for the fame holy Ghoſt in Serip- 


any time taken for the Sorme : For it $a rule 


that lies under the Relative property (viz. the 
God-head ) of every perſon, be common and 


peculiar. For the God-head of the Father as 


bct b 
3. Hence it followes that when Chriſt ad- 
irefleth himmſelfe to the Father as Father in 


Þr greater God then the hely Ghoſt, bur it is for 


oother reaſons. 
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rimarily the wrong that ſinae did againſt his 
ocke of creation, For the Father being the] 


1, Becanſe the Father as Father; received 


firſt Perſon in order,and creation, the firſt tranſi- 
ent a& (as cletion and reprobation were the 
firſt immanent) 'bence this yorke is attributed 
chiefly to God the Father, in reſpeR of our or- 
derly apprekenfionz and hence man figni 

then when he was enely made, this 1s chic 

attributed to be againſt the Father, becauſe his 


' worke appeared. to be chiefly there, and not a- 
gainſt the Son, for his worke chiefly appeares 
in redemption, hee being the ſecond Perſon, 
and this the ſecond main and- wonderfull work; 


third Perſon, And this the third main a& that | 
ever God will do, erſhow forth to the world | 
inthis life : hence God the Father receiving 
to our apprehenſion, the wrong increation by 
finne, be is the Perſon that is to be ſatisfied and | 
not the holy Ghoſt, And hence Jeſus Chriſt 
in all his prayers hath a moſt ſpeciall eye to bim, 
and not to the Holy Ghoſt (as holy Ghoſt) be- 
cauſe he came inte the world by his death, and 
interceſſion, and ſtrong cries, to {atisfie God 
the Father, and not God the holy Ghoſt as a 
third Perſov, And hence it is ſaid, 1 John. 2. 
I.2. If any man finme, we have an Advocate 
with God the Father, (not God the holy Ghoſt), 


| becauſe he was ( to our apprehenſion.) the 
Perſon wronged : and hence we are after (ins 


committed chiefly to eye the Father in our pray- 
| ers, 


Wn E_ A — 


neither againſt the holy Ghoſt, for his worke | 
chiefly appeares to us in application, being the | 


of the Holy Trinity. c 


wil tl ICAL 


ers, and to go to him for pardon with our ad- 
vocate with us, becauſe to whom offence is 
chiefly offered , from him chiefly pardon and 
reconciliation is to be expeRed. 

2. Therefore Chriſt addrefſeth himſelfe 
chiefly in his' prayers to Ged the Father, be- 
cauſe hee is the originall and firſt cauſe of all 
good, becauſe be is the firſt Perſon in order of 
lubſilting, and therefore firſt too in the manner 
of conveying. I know the GoJ-head is the 
originall of all good :- but confider the Perſons 
one with another, and ſo the father is ever the 
firlt in operation, as the holy Ghoſt is the laſt 
in conſummation, for all good comes from the 
Father , James. I. 17. through the Sonne by 
the holy Ghoſt. * And hence in all our pray» 
ers we are to looke for all good fromihe Father, 
for his Sonnes ſake to be conveyed us by the 
holy Ghoſt z and hence it isfaid, John 6.10. 
No man coms to me but whom the Father draws: 
Why ? It is the immediate office and worke 
of the holy Ghoſt to draw and apply the ſoul un-- 
ro Chriſt, why then is it laid, Yulefe the Fa- 
ther draw? The reaſon is, becauſe that which 
was perfeQed and conſummated by the holy 
Ghoſt, was intentionally and by-way of pur- 
pole and decree begun originally by.the Father; 
and this isthat which Chriſts words have chiet- 
ly reference unto (viz) the Father throyph the 
Son by the holy Ghoſt draws. ',".. + 1 

Buy I have waded too far in this Divinity, 
the cleer knowledge of whichis reſerved fogus 
in heaven : But thus much to ſatisfie you, yet 

. the 
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the word Father in the Lords Prayer,I conceive 
under correion,as it doth not exclude any per- 
{on of the God-head, fo its chiefly fer downe 
there,not ſo much to denore the Perſon of the 
Father, as the aFeRion of God as a Father to us 
his Sens by Chrift, which we are to believe in 
our firſt approaching to our prayers, to be as, 
nay to tranſcend the affcion- of any father to 
his Son : when we com to call upon him for 
thoſe ſix things which the Petitions fet down, 
for thoſe three ends , kingdom, power, and 
gory s which the Prayer concludes with- 


Your fourth trouble is your aptneſſe togo to 
God immediately, eſpecially. when his graces 
are moſt {triving 10 his ordinances, contrary to 
that of Chriſt, Yee believe in God, believe alſo in 
"4. | 


to out-run and get the ſtart of grace ; as it ap» 
peares1in many other, ſo in this caſe you put 
looke as it is with every man when God awa- 
kens him effeQually, he firſt ſeeks to his kitchin 
phyſick to ſave himſelfe, by bis duties, praying, 
mourning, reforming, endeavonring, repen- 
ting, working, before he will ſeeke out to the 
Phyſician, and to Chriſt to ſave him, Becauſe 
it was nacurall to 4am to ſecke to live by his 
workitig, ' it 15 naturall to every Son andbranch 
of that root, 'to ſceke to ſave himſelfe þy doing 
[as "Well as hee can, or as God giyes him 
"the frrengthand grace. So it ighere. It was 


, 


Soindeed it is uſual for religious nature often 


m____ _ 


011525 to"Alaw to dependupon, and go ju | 
| s: 


immediately. 


God immediately, as a creature to a Creator, 
as a Sonne to go nakedly to God as a Father ; 
Chriſt was not then known, nor ſeen : ſoit is 
naturall co every man, when reRified Nature 


I] is ſtirred up, to go immediately to God, It is 
grace in the ſecond Covenant that reveales and 


drawes to Jeſus Chrift, and to God by Chriſt, 
Heb. 7. 25» | 

For cure ofthis diſtemper, ponder but theſe 
three things. 

1, Cleerely convince the ſoule that theim- 
mortall, inviſible, and moſt holy God , that 
dwelleth in an un-approachable light, hath ſet 
out himſelfe to be teen, or made himſelfe on- 
ly viſible in Jeſus Chriſt, ſo that be would have 


no man looke upon him any other waies, then |- 


as he hath revealed himſelfe in his Sea : In 
whom (though in all other creatures his veſts- 
gia and footſtceps are to be ſeen) as he is God, 
the face of God is to be ſeen, whichno crea» 
ture is able to behold, but there,being the bright- 
neſſe of his glory, and the exprefle Image of 
his Perſon, Heb, 1.3. And as hee is man, 
the very heart of God, both in reſpeRof af- 
fetion, and will to be. ſeen; So that in and 
through Jeſas Chrilt , ' eſpecially his humane 
nature, the glory of the great Godbreakes out 
like the Sun through the clouds moſt brightly, in 
reſpe& of us, and therefore in and through his 
hamane nature we arc onely to behold God, in 


| whom all that a Chriſtian defires to Know, is4 
to bee ſeen, which is the face and heart of ſo 


deare afriend. 2 Cor, 4. 6. Job. 14. 9, 10, For 
Ts. we 
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of going to God 


we know by too lamentable experience, how [have 
the whole world vanifhing in their {moaky nor n 
hes of the glory of God, as he is conlide-ſ$large 
red in himſelfe, and not able to conceive or re-ſ{not & 
tain the knowledge of him, did hence jnvent blood 
and ſetup Imakes as fit objefts for their drun-J on, « 
ken ſtaggering underſtanding to faſten upon, | in Gr 
and to be limited with, and hence adored God fFthet | 
before theſe, (as our Popiſh Hypocrites doe | the 
before the Altar) and in theſe, and at theſe, as |} hard 
Papiſts doe in reſpeR of their Images. . Hence nour 
the Lordto curethis inveterate naturall malady, If chick 
bath in the ſecond Perſon, united bimfelfe to i} may 


| man Chriſt Jeſus, through whom we are both || time 


able to our everlaſting wonderment to {ee him, || ny < 
and alſo here bound onely to behold him, who ||| the1 
as he is a fit handle for our faith, fo be is a fit ||| in hi 
odjed for our'weak mindes to behold the glory ||| wor 
of the molt high God in. Wheretore then do you ||| deat 
offer to go unto God without Chriſt, when as ||} I be 
you are not ſo much as to looke upon God, but || cy c 
as be appeares in Chriſt. Is not the humane ||| fort 
nature of the Lord Jeſus mare calieto be ſeen ||| Jul 
and conceived of, then the inviſible unlimited |{] dy, 
eternall God-head ? | Jeſ 
2. Secondly, See evidently that there is not {|| tort 
any dram or drop of God you aye, eſpecially ||| am 
in Gods ordinances, but it ifſaes from the blood, |} | joy 
and is purchaſed by the interceſſion, and deli- 
vered' unto you by the hand ot Jeſus Chuiſt. [|| ſhe 
Epheſ.- 1. 7. H.br. 7. 25, John, 5-22. You ||| you 
ſhould never have heard the found ot the goſpel, || | hal 


.| nor never have had day of Patience, nor never {| pra 


have 


—— 
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- 


: 
— 


how | 


noaky 
nlide- 
or re- 
nvent 
drun- 


npon, 


| God} 


s doe | 


lence} 
lady, | 
Ife to | 
both 
him, 


1] death. O what a miſerable forlorn wretch bad i | 


mediately. © 
have heard of Gods Ordinances to finde him in, ( 1 
nor never have been comforted, quickned, en» | J-. 
larged, affeted by God Ordmances, . were it 6 
not for Jeſus Chrilt, the efficacy of whoſe RE. 
blood, and power of whoſe glorious interceſſt- of 
on, doth at the very inſtant you feele any good i 
in Gods Ordinances; prevaile with God the Fa- 
thet for what you feel ; for the Father loveth 
the Sonne, and bath put all things imo bu 
hands, John. 4, 35. that all men might ho- S 
nour the Son; all the three Perſons plotting - 
chicfly for the honour ofthe ſecond ; ſo that you 
may {ee, nay you are bound to believe, at-rhe 
time you teele your heart ſavingly aﬀeRed ina» 49 
ny ordinance now, the Lerd Jeſus whois at » 
the right hand of God in heaven, who 1s now * 
in his glory, now he remembring me a poate ' q 
worme oh earth, now feele the fraite of his So 
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I been, were it not for Jclus Chriſt ? Mer- 
cy could never have helped, cnlightned, com - 
forted, quickned, aſſured, enlarged me, and 
Juſtice could never have relieyed my dead,blou- 
dy, perilbing loſt Soul, had it not been for 
Jeſus Chri't, whoſe Spirit, power, grace, com- | 
tort, preſence, ſweetneſle, I taſte, drink, and 
2m ſatisfied abundantly with, and now doe en» 
Joy 


- Oh Sir, me thinks the ſad meditation of this, 
ſhould make you in all! Gods ordinances, where 
5ou are aptto fay you go immediately to God;to | 
haſten ſuddenly in your thoughts, affections, | 
praiſes, to Jeſus Chriſt: Nay, me _ = 

inou 
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Of opphing the 


ſhould 
this, and taſte this from ] eſas Chrilt. Ob,but 
this is but a taſte of the hony-comb with the 
end of my rod, and if this preſence of Chriſts 
Spirit I feel now be ſo ſweet, what is himſelfe 
then ? q 


3. Thirdly, Labour for increaſe of love and 
familiarity witb ] eſus. Chriſt, by taking notice 


of him, by comming often to him, by muſing | 


daily on his love, as on &« freſh thing, by bani- 
ſhing (laviſh falſe feares of his forgetfulnelle of 
you, and want of everlaſting love towards you; 
and then you know love will carry you ſpeedi- 
to him : amor mens pordus menm, nay, grant 
that you have been a {tranger to Chriſt, yet 
reſtore the love of Chriſt to life againe in your 


| Soul, and when you come to his ordinances 
* Where he dwells, your Soul will make its firſt 


enquiry for him, neither will it be ſatisfied till 
it hath ſeen bim, as we do them wee love, to- 
wards whom wee have been greateſt ftran- 
gers. | 
Your fifth trouble is, you know net how to 
apply abſolute promiſes to your ſelfe, as in Heb, 
$. becaule they are made indefinitdly without 
condition. Conditional promiſes you ſay you 
can,' if you can find the qualification that gives 
you right to the good of the promiſe within 
you? 

This uſcfull fruitfall queſtion, how to apply 
abſolute promiſes to ones particular, deſerves a 
larger time and anſwer, then now1n the mid(t 


| fpecdily have yeur heart elevaced and | 
lifted ap ro Jeſus Chriſt, and ſay, I receive. 


of | 


" Fil that the Lord bath undertaken 1n the Second 


| 


F. r : ag. * "0 
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of perplexities, I 3m able, yet w 
For vter the. Lord fair abl 


condition, that hee will take away the ſtory 
heart, and he will put his feare into his peoples 
hearts, &c, and theſe kind of promiſes are 
made to ſome, net to all, to thoſe only whem 
the Lord will, and im generall to his people. 
Hereupon the Souls of many Chriſtians, eſpe» 
cially ſuch as queſtion Gods love towards them, 
gre molt in ſulpence - and therefore when they 
4 complaine of the vilencfle of their hearts and 
I] frength of their luſts, let any man tell them 


| Covenant, to heal their backſlidings, and to 
| ſubdue their /iniquities , they will h 
| reply, itis true, hee hath promiſed indeed to 
do thus for ſome abſolutely, though they have 
ho goed in them, but I that feele fo vitea heart, 
| fo rebellious a nature, will he do this for me, 
orno? andthus the Sonle fleats above water, 
| yet feares it ſhall fink at laſt, notwithſtanding 


| driefly theſe ewo things in generall. 

1. I ſhall ſhew you to what end, and for 
| what uſe and purpoſe God hath made gbſolote 
| promiſes, not onely to them that be for the pre- 
| {ent his people, but to themthat in reſpeR of 
| their eltates and condition are not, 

2. I ſhall ſkew you bow every Chriſtian is. 
to make uſe of them, and how and when hee 
ought to apply them. For the firſt of theſe. *_ 

I. Firl, I conceive that as in reſpet of 


wars. toOgwe. 


| alf that God hath faid. I will anſwer therefore !. 


God himfelfe, there are many ends i 


GT 
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Of ap} lying the 


(hall not mention, as being needlefle, fo in ret- 
pe& of man, there are principally theſe two 
ends for which the Lord hath made abſolute 
promiſes. 

x. To raiſe vp the Soul of a helpleſle finne- 
| full curſed loſt ſinner in his.owne eyes, to ſome 
hope-(at leaſt) of mercy and help from the 
Lord. For thus uſually , every mans Soul is} 


wrought, to whom the Lord doth intend grace 
and mercy : hefirlt turnes bis Eyes inward, and 
makes him to ſee he is ſtark naught, and that he 
th not one dram of grace in him, who thought 
mſelt rich, and wanting nothing before, and 
| conſequently, that hee is under the curſe and 
wrath of God for the preſent, and that if the 
Lord ſhould but ſtop his breath, and cover his 
\ face, and take him away, which he may eaſily 


for ever, Hereupon the Soul is awakened and | 
falls to his kitchin phyſick, as I ſpake before, | 
prayes, and hears, and amends, and {trives to 
| grow better, and to ſtop up every hole, and 
to amend it ſelfe of every ſinne,” but finding it| 
{elfe to grow worle aad worſe, and perceiving | 
thereby that he deth but ſtirre, and not clenſe 
the puddle, and that it is not amending of na- 
ture that he mult attain to, but he muſt believe, 
and make a long arme to Heaven, and appre-| 
hend the Lord Jeſus, (which ſo few-know, or} 
everſhall enjoy) and hereby quench the wrath 
of God; I ay, finding he caonot do thus, no, 
nor no megnes of themſelves can kelp him to 
this, hereupon he is fortaken of all his ſelt _ 
om, 


do,.and is te be feared he will, that he is undon | | 


—_ 


abſolute promiſes- 


dome, and of all his vaine hopes, and now 
fits down like a defalate widdow fe, 
and ſorrowfull,- and thinks there is but 
death and hell, and-the wrath of a ed 


God to be expeRted. And if any come and | 


tellthis Soalof Gods merey and pitty to ſinners, 
I ſaith he, itstrue, he is even infinitely mer- 
Cifull anto them who are rent from their finnes, 
and that can believe, but that I cannot do; and 
am ſure ſhall never be able for to do, and ther- 
fore what canſe bave I but to lie downe in my 
ſorrow, and to expeRt my fatall ſtroke every 
moment ? . Reply againe upen this Soul, and 
tell him, that though hee cannot believe, or 
looſen his. heart from finne,' yet that the Lord 
bath promiſed to do it, that he will ſabdue all 
bis iniquity, and he will pardon all his finne, 
and that be will caſe men to walk in bis waies, 
&c, True, faith the Soul againe, bee will doe 
thus for his owne people, and for them he hath 
choſen, but I never had dram of grace mn iy 
heart, and there is no evidence that the Lord 
is mine owne, or that I am his ; Here againe 
the Soul lies downe, untill the Lord diſcevers 
to the Soul that he will doe theſe things for 
ſome that have no grace, o: never had grace, 
for theſe promiſes were made te ſuch. 

Here upon the Soul thinkes thus ; Theſe pro- 
miles are made for ſome that are filthy, for why 
ſhould God poure cleane water uponthem, for 
ſome that be hard-hearted, for why ſhould hee 
promiſe to takgaway the ſtony heart fromthem, 


nm ——_ 
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&c. and ifunto ſome ſuch, and I being ſuch a 


one, 
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one, ' why may not the Lord poſſibly intend and 
iddude me, .ſeeing hee hath not by his promiſe 
excluded n#& ſhut me out > Indeed I dare not 
ſay he will; but yet howdoT, or men, or An» 
gells know, bat yet I may be one? Hereupon 
—_ is raiſed to life againe ; ſeeing God hath 
undertaken the worke for the vilelt, ,itis poſſi. 
ble he may doe it for me, now when I am 
vile and can doe nothing for my ſelfe. And 
thus you may ſee the firſt end and uſe of abſo- 
late promiſes, to beas it were, twigges to up- 
hold the finking Spirits of hopcleſle; helplefle, 
diſtrefled Souls. 

2- The Second End and Uſe of them is this, 
To create and draw out faith in Jeſus Chriſt in 
the promiſes, For as the Lgw begets terror, ſo 
the promiſes beget Faith. Now no conditio- 
nall promiſe firſtly begets Faith, becauſe hee 
that 1s under any condition of the Goſpel, in 
that man there is a preſuppoſed faith, Its Gods 
abſolute promiſe that britly begets faith, for 
faith js not aſſurance, but the comming of the 
whole Soule to Chrilt in a promiſe, Joh» 6.35. 
Andthen the Soule believes in Chriſt, when it 
comes to Chriſt, now this God workes in the 
Goſpel. t. The Soule is raiſed up by bope- 
And being raiſed, it Secondly comes to Chriſt, 
which is faith, by vehement unutterable defire, 
And being come to him, it 3- Embraceth 
Chriſt by love, and thus the match is made; and 
the everlaſting knot is tied. | 
Now as. you have heard, the abſolute pro- 


| 


miſe workes hope of relicte from' Cliriſt : __ 
| . 1 
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_ abſolute promiſes. 


it it workes hope, it alſs werkes a deſire, or 
comming to Chriſt by defire, Oh! that thou 
nile} | | Lord wouldft honour thy grace, thy power, thy 
not | {| love, thy promiſe, in belping me a poore caſt» 

An-| | Faway. And thos faith is created (as it were) | 
on | | | by this abſolute promiſe : for it cannot but | 
ath | } | move the heart of any one that ever felt his 
1M-| {| warit, to cry mightily to the Lord for WP, if 
am | I | he hath any hope, ſceing the Lord hath promi. 
nd | I | ſed todoit for fome. Oh faith the Seul, that 
{0- | {| thou wouldſt do it for me : And ſarely, were 
IP- | || it ner forthis abſolute promiſe of God, ns Soul 
fle; | [| would defire, becauſe he would have no hope | 
 [ Yiro be ſaved, orto ſeeke for any thing as from 
is. | [|the hands of God. And thus you fee to what | 
in end God makes, and to what uſe a Chriltian 4 
ſo | [| may put theſe abſoluge promiſes. | 


0- 2. For the ſecond thing(viz)How and when 

ce | {| a Chriſtian may apply theſe promiſes. How to ap- 

in I anſwer, every Chriſtian is either, ply abſo-. 

ds 1. Within Covenant with God, and knowes | qc. 

or it, or | 

Ie 2, Within covenant with God, and knows it 

5. | {| not, or ' 

it 3- Out of covenant indeed, for his preſent c- | 
Ie ſtate and condition, yet he is :» fieri, or making w" 
ee towards it, 

t, x. It he be in Covenant and knowes it, then 


5 you may calily perceive how and when he 
h ought to apply promiſes unto himſelfe, for be NL 
d may boldly conclude, If God be his God, then \9 

| | all the promiſes of God ſhall be made good nn-| * 
x Kage ifhe be a Sonne of God, be any Date 
& HOES, 
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Objeft, 


ly challenge at all times. at the' bands of God, 


ay in ſome reſpe&s, at the-bands of Ju- 
Ice It ſelfe the fulfilling of God the Fathers 


romile bought by the blood , and ſealed.by the 
© blood of -Jelus, Chriſt, that they may 
and "ng be made good unto him that is clear. 
— 2. Secondly, It ke be in covenant and knows 
it not,and queſtions hence whether God is his or 
not, and conſequently, whether the gromiſes 
belong unto him - then the rule isto be obſer- 
ved, let him ſoſue and-ſeeke for the good of 
the abſolute promile, untill by refleing _ 
his own acts, herein he perceive himſclfc ador- 


| 


ned and dignified with the qualification'of ſome 
conditionall promiſe, and then if he can finde 
the condition or qualification within himſctte, 
then as you judge and write, he may conclude, 
that the conditionall promiſe belongs to him, 
and if one promiſe, then all Gods premiſes, and 
therefore that- abſolate promiſes are his owne, 
becauſe at leaſt one conditionall promiſe is. For 
no unregenerats man is within the compalſle of 
any ene conditionall promiſe of grace, unleſſe 
you will ay he is under the everlaſting love of 


God, the promiſes of grace being but the mid- 


way between theeternall purpole and decree of 
love, and the glorious certain execution of that 
love in time. The promiſe being the breake 
day of Gads moſt glorious love, which malt 
thine out 1n time. 

Bnt here you will ſay is the difficulty, viz, 


| 


bow I ſhould fo ſeeke for the good of abſolute 
pro- 
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will delivered in the ſeverall Legacies of thes 
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promiſes, as therein to finde my ſelf withinthe 
compiſle of ſome conditionall one. 
I anſwer; It is done chiefly by three acts. 
TB being humbly contented, that —_ 
the Lord hath abſolutely promiſed go work an 
doe all for the Soule he intends for to ſave, even 
when it can doe nothing for it ſelfe, and that 
he bath taken the worke into his owne hands ; 
ſo that it is his promiſe, offer, ofhice and honour 
to doe all, that therefore. you lie. downe, not 
fluggiſhly, but humbly at the feet of God, and 
contented to have him to be your God, and for 
ever tobe diſpoſed of in any thing by God, it 
he will fulfill bis covenant in you, conteftited to 
part with any ſinne; if he willrend it from you, 
contented to know any truth if he will reveale 
ittoyou, contented to do any duty ifhe will 
enable you, contented to ſhine: bright with all 
bis glorions graces, if he will create and main- 
taine them in you, contented to beare any evill 
if he will lay his hand ander your hegd, and 
thereunto ſtrengthen you; and ſo ſeeing the 
Lord promiſed to undertake the work for ſome; 
put out the work, and put over your Soule to 
him,that he would fulfill the good that his cove- 
bant promiſeth ih your ſelte. Now when you 
dothus, which(no queſtion) you and many 2 
Soul doth, many times refie& upon this a; 
and ſee if yoga cannot or may not finde your felfe 
by it under the condition of ſeme conditionall 
promiſe, and if you do, then are you bound to 
believe all Gods promiſes are and willbe Tea 
and Amen unto you. Now that you dg fo BY 
D * this 
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34 Of applying the 
this af, it ſelfe ſpeakes !ainely,-for how ma- cc 
! ny conditionall promiſes a. ' made to the meek? th 
Bleſſed are the mech, Mat:5, and tothe hum. fie 
ble? whom God will raiſeup. - For this is not hi 
ſaving meekeneſſe, to be quietly contented to bi 
be, or todo, or to bear any thing that the Lord |. re 
will have me from mine owne ſtrength and fee- o! 
ling, but to be, to'do, or to- bear any thing P 
that the Lord will tave me, if the Lord enable Pe 
me. Many a ftont heart would gladly have lo 
8 Chriſt, but if he cannot have him in his owne ye 
2. termes, viz. Chtiſt and his luſts, Chriſt and the y« 
| world too, or by his owne ſtrength and power, m 
| he will have none of bim, but deſperately caſts | 
| him away, and ſaith, what ſball Tlooke after Cc 
him any more ? I cannot pray, I cannot be- ke 
= . | lieve, I cannot breake this vile and unruly will, gi 
1 | this ſtony adamant heart, thus the pride of a et 
£ mans heart workes. Now he that is traly £1 
meekned and humbled, beis contented gladly le 
to have God his God, and Chriſt his Redeemer, | m 
and that upon Jeſus Chriſt: his owne termes. re 
Firſt, on his owne covenant ; now what is that? L 
why it is this, Twill give youthe good, and tl 
worke in you the condition too; I willgive oh 
you my ſelte, and therefore will not ſticke to tl 
q give you an eye to ſee, and a heart to receive ol 
EL \ too. This is the covenant; now hereupon a fn 
=. humbled Soul accepts of Chriſt according to his tl 
'1 covenant, on his owne termes thus, viz, upon i, 
that condition Lord, that thou wilt hamble me, bi 
teach me, perſwade me, cauſe me to believe, 2 
| and in everything to honour thee z Lord, lam | 9 
con- 
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abſolute promiſes. 


contented gladly and joyfully to have thee, doe 
therefore what thou wilt with me, Juſt as « 
ficke man tells his Phyſician, who comes notto 
him on-theſetermes, If you will make your ſelf 
'balfe-whole, then I will cure yos, and doe the 
reſt for you ; but being utterly unable tocure, 
or to know how to cure-himſelfe, he tells his 
Phyſician, I am content you ſhould begin and 
perfe& the cure, and ſo horoar your $kill and 
love in me, tobe contented to takeany thing if 
you will give it me, and if I offer to refiſt that, 
you ſhould bind me, and ſo do any thing with 
me. 

2. The ſecond a& is, carneſtly to long and 
come to Chriſt, tocleave unto Jeſas -Chriſt by 
fervent and ardent deſire, that ke would make 
good thoſe abjelute promiſes to you, ſeeing that 
they are made to ſome, and that they doe not 
exclude youz for when youponder well, and 
{ee what wonderfull great taings the Lord pro- 
miſeth to ſome, whole heart cannot but be ſtir- 
red up to fay, as that woman 1n another caſe, 
Lord, give me of that water to drinke ? and as 
they in the fifth of John, Lord, evermore give 
# that bread. Now doing this, refle& upon 
this Second a, and (ce if unto it, no conditi- 
onall promiſe belongs, and you ſhall find an af- 
firmative an{wer from the' word, _ For what is 
this longing after the good, not 6f fome (which 
many hypocrites do,) but of all the promiſes, 
but that which che Scriptore calls thirſtiog, who, 
are commanded to tome and drivk of the waters 
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| 


now) who hath .given, this as the firlt fruit of 


| one doore to go to for bread, if none heare, or 


which all good things are promiſed, Mar. 5. 6, 
and which comming te Chriſt (as I ſpake even' 


eternall cletjon, and which kind of people he 
will never caſt away, John 6.37. Now when 
you ſce theſe promiſes belonging unto you, why 
dare you not conclude but that all theſe abſolute 
oRes are yours alſo, 

3. The third a& is this, Secing God hath 
promiſed abſolately ſuch good things in the Se- 
cond Covenant, . but hath not ſet downe the 
time when, or how much grace he will give, 
and ſeeing onely he can helpe, therefore looke 
up, and waite upon the Lord in theuſeof all 
knowne meanes, untill he makes good what 
ke hath promiſed to do, and performe , and 
worke for you. - Say as beggars that have but 


hearing help not, lay themſelves downe at 
the doore, and ſay, I will wait here, Iamfure 
I periſh if I goc away, ot quarrell with thers 
in the houſe, ſethey helpe me not ſo ſoon 
«3 I would, and therefore I will waite, for ir 
may be their compaſſions may moye them as 
they pale: by to helpe me. Sodoe you, Ma- 
ny a Soul comes and longs for the good of the 
promiſes, but if the Lord doe not ipeedily help 
him, he goes with diſcouragements, fears, and 
diſcontents, or deſpair, or finneaway, and faith 
one of theſe two things, cither I ſhall never 
have belpe, or I come nettruly, and hence 1 
feel no helpe. Oh remember that bread is on- 


ly tobe had at the doore,to be diſtributed when | 
the 
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a abſolme promiſes. 


' | [covenant of God, &c. 
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the Lord ſeeth need, not when we would, er 
thinke wee bave need, and therefore waie 
here and ay, if I periſh, bere I will; at the 
feet of God, and at the feet of the promiſes and 


New refie& upon this aQ, and ſee if yau 
may not finde ſome conditionall promiſe an- 
nexed unto it, which ſurcly you may,and I will 
naine you but two, //e. 40. 29, 30, 31. and 
Ffa. 64. 4. and if the conditionall promiſe be- 
longstoſuch a Soul, you may cally conclude 
the abſolute promiſes are your owne, and the 
 chicfeſt aſe you are tomake ofthem when yon 
know them that they are your owne, is to 
preſſe God to make them good daily to you - 
and to believe as verily and really, as if you had 
the performance of then), that Wy ſhall, I] 
may be you will aske me, - how thall I know | 
whether I have theſe conditions truly in me? 
I anſwer, ſincerity is a very witneſſing grace, 
the frequent meditation of the Scripture will 
give you much light, to judge of the ſincerity 
of them, and that which Saint Pax ſpeakes 
x Cor, 2. 22. I fay unto you, We have not ve-' 
ceived the ſpirit of the World, but of God, wher- 
by we know, (or may know) the things that are 
Bios 09mm 10. 6 of God, ; | 

3. Thirdly, If he be out of the covenant but 
yet God begins to worke- with ſome common 
worke of his grace upon him : all that I would | 
ſay to him, and all the uſe he can make of ſuch 
abſolate promiſes, conſiſts in theſe things. 

1. Let him conſider the freenefle of. Gods 
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for that is in the 
hence ſuch anone is to make this ule of it, who 
knowes but the Lord may, have pitty - upon 
me in time z and fo bang thy hope upon 
him, 

2. Let him conſider the worth and price of 
Gods promiſe bought by blood, and for which 
ſome men would giye athouſand worlds for the 
benefit and comfort of; and hereby raiſe up his 
heart, as by the freeneſle of it to hope, lo by 
the price of it to clteem of the thing promiled,a- 
bove pearls, and all the honour and pomp of the 
warld. | | s 
3+ Let him conſider the fulneſſe of the pro- 
miſe, which is a plaiſter as big as his ſore, juſt 
anſwerable to all his wants, nay infinitely more 
largethen his wants: Aad ſurely theſe three 
things will draw his heart to long for the pro- 
miſe, and then you know what is conditional- 
lypromiſed and bequeathed to them that thirſt ; 

For ſimilitude js the ground of love. Now 
when the fulnefle of the promile is ſeen, there 
will appeare ſuch a ſuteablenefle and fitneſle of 
the promiſe to his foule ,. that hee'cannot 
but long for it. Thus much for the 6&Y trou- 


4 


- Your ſixth trouble ſet downe in two heads» | 
LA | put 
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put into onefor breyity, vis; ſecret ynwilling- 
nefle to ſecke God in the ſtritelt ſolin ſervi. 
ces, before you enter into themz' wearineſle 
of them whule they laſt, and glad when they 
are gone 3 the reaſons which you mention are, 
partly feare of not uling them aright, inns 
with melancholy, and laſtly, the ſtriftneile of 
them. 

It is very true, there is abundance of wild. 
nefſe in our hearts, . which naturally ſeeke to 
havetheirliberty abroad, and cannot endure to 
be pent inthe narrow room of holy per forman- 
ces,extraordinary duties, &c. no more then Chil- 
dren can be pent yp trom their play. And hence 
it is weary of them,and glad tathink of their de- 
partures and ends. And truly it isone ofthe moſt 
grievous miſeries that a holy heart can feel, and 
| belcech the Lord of heaven and earthto keepe 
you, and me, and all his for ever, while wee 
are herein our valley, underthe fenſe of {uch 
diltempers as our greateſt miſery. * And there- 
fore me thought it was a ſolemn ſweet ſpeech 
of an honeſt manto hisfriend, who ſeeing bim 
oppreſſed with fuch diſtempers as you'mention, 
and perceiving him to draop under them, hee 
came chearetully to him, and ſuddenly ſaid un- 
to him, I cantell you good newes, the beſt that 
ever you beard, viz. . Afloon as ever you are 


in Heaven, you ſhall ſerve Chriſt without wea- | 
rinefle. ; Which words well thought on, re- | 


vived the man, That which I wovld ſpeak with 


2s much tendernefſe of compaſlion as Iam able | 
to you, I refer to theſe things. 
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1, That a child of God is never uſually wes+ 
ry of theWaty, but rather of his vile heart, to 
thioke of , and to looke upon, that inthe duty 
Chriſts yoke is eaſie, and his burthes light, to 
bim thattakes it on his necke, and puts his Soul 
under it. The duty nakedly conſidered in it 
ſelfe, is glorious in his eyes, and ſweet to his 
Soule, and hence ſometimes never well, but 
when he conliders his dead;blinde, barren, and 
ſenſclefſe heart that he is to carry to the duty, 
and that he feares, and hath felt will abide with 


him in the duty : - Oh / this grieves, here the 
Soule pincheth. An Hypocrite is weary ofthe 
duty, a childe of God rejoyceth in it, but hee 
is weary of his ſinne, and unfavourinetle and 
wearineſle in the duty. Iperiwade my ſelfc 
Sir that you may ſoone miſtake your ſpirit here- 
ia : youthinke youare unwilling to come to 
the duty ; and are weary of it, when indeed, 
it is your glory, joy, and love; but it is becauſe 
you teare you can doe it no better, thattrouvles 
you, that youhave luch avile heart injt. And 
ifyour trouble be from hence,the good Lordin- 
creaſe it ih you daily; and withall,blefſe the Lurd 
and ſay, Lord, though I am weary of my vile 
heart, in theſe daizs of humiliation, ini thele 
Sabbaths, yet I bleſſe thee; the' daices and du» 
ties themſelves thou knowelt are deare unto 
me, It is not Lord becauſe I am weary of thy 
word, but becaule 1 candoe it no better, Iam 
weary of my ſelfe, and this, vile heart ; here 
is much love in tuch a ſpirit to the Lord.” And 


pences 


belicve it Sir, your love wants not its Tecome | 
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_ 10 ſcete'God. 
pences, and remember tht rhe Lord reſpects 


1 you net according to your duties 'done, but ac- | 
uty cording to your love in them, and to them. 
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oY And therefore thoſe duties you are aſhamed 

oul to' owne, the Lord will not be aſhamed to 

RN crown. 

- 2. Confider you muſt and ſhall be baited 
os with theſe diſtempers of heart, ſometimes 

nd more, and ſometimes lefle, as long as you live. 

Ef {4 | Itis part of Pax/s body of death which hee 


mult carry with him, till he come to bury him- 
he ſelſe. 


be 3+ Thoſe means which may helpe you to be 
we freed from them (alittle at leaſt) are theſs a | 
on mong many. 

to 1. Be but truly and really,not by fits and dark- 
wy ly, ſesfitle of them, men in deep miſcries, are 
0 not unwilling to be helped out, 

d, 2. Judge ye not rigorouſly of God, although 
e he weie a bloody anſtere God, as he did of-his 
1 maſter whoſe talent 4c bad, and herice never 


improved it ; but looke upon God as baving a 
R Fathers heart and affection towards youinthe 
, meane!t and greateſt performances ; which 
8 is double, cither to give you ſtrength to do 
: what you cannot ( / can do all things through 
; Chrift) or having come to him for it, to ac- 
cept of what yon would do for him, as ifit 
. were done ; and this will make you joy inthe 
| paorelt performance, that though ir be never ; 
fo full of vileneſſe;yet the Lord out of his father- 
| ly love, accepts of it as glorious. 
| 3. Renew morning and evening .by ſad and 
| | {olemn 
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ſolemne meditation.*the ſenſe of Gods love to 
you in Chriſt, and ineyery duty that he ſets you 
about, aid love will love and like the yoke, 


not be grieyous to you, 
| bles which you mention, you fay, becauſe you 


again, It may beſo, and theretore 1 have de- 
fired to ſatishie you, which 1 beſeech the Lord 
himſelf to do, 

Next you come to reply to my firſt Letter, 
of which I kave kept no copy, asIneverdid 
of any, and hence may and doe forget what L 
| writ then unto you. So much light as your 
| Letter lends me. to bring things to mind , I 
| will gladly take, and be more bricfe in an- 
{wer, 

You finde the ſtrength of graceto be gotin 
you. rather by argumentation , then inward 
| Communication and inflgence arifing from the 
uryon to, Chriſt. And this troubles you. 

To. which1 an{wer theſe three things. 
| - 2, ThataStheold faanefull nature is commu» 

nicatedfrom Adaz the firſt to us, without any 
| argumentation ; ſothe new nature, which ig 
the ſced, foundation, and plot of all grace, is 


. þ diffuſed into us by the ſecond eAdam when we 


arc united to him, without argumentation. It 
is onely, by divine operation. .. The Lordleave 
not-me, nat any friend 1 bay, to «naked Armi- 
aan illumination and perſwaſion, 

2, That to the increaſe of thoſe habits, and 
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and make the commandements that they ſhall 
Thus I kaye bricfly done with your new trou-, 


may not have the like opportunity of writing» 


araw-=- 


how obtained: 

drawing otit the aRts of the new creature, the 
[Lord is pleaſed to uſe mordll and rationall per. 
| ſwaſions ; as it the inſtance you gave, Chriſt 
died for us, then henee the love'of Chriſt gon- 
ſtraines : bat rememb:r withall, ' It is not the 
bare meditation, or ſtrength of reaſon'or per- 
{waſion, that elicits ſuch divine and noble a&ts 
iffthe heart and affeRion, but it is the blood of 
Chriſt ſprinkling theſe ſerious meditations, that 
makes them worke ſuch graces in the Soules 
which | might ſhew atlarge : which blood" is 
the alve, though argumentation isthe cloth or 
leather ts which-it ſticks, and by which iris | 
applicd ; bat from fuch leather comes no. ver- | 
tuc, all of it is from the blood of chrilt, which 
by argumentation heales the Sonle. Forif je 
were nakedly in the argumentation to ſtir yoar 
heart, and to worke ſtrength of grace, what 
ſhoald be the reafon that ſome times youare no 
more moved by all your argumentations; then 
| a mountaine of brafſe is by the windes? why' | 
{hould the fame truth affet you at onetime, 
and not at another, when you are aSfitly"diſpo-. 
to be affeRted as at the firſt > Therefore conſider 
it is not your reaſon and argumentation, but 
Chriſts blood that doth all, by as admirable; and 
yet ſecret operation, 

3.' Your union to Chriſt on your-part is be- 
gun, and partly wrought by the underſtandiag, 
and. hence the. good that you get. by'« atany | 
Ig it 1s from your unjon, or-part- of it at 
alt. | 
Againe you aske me , whether Ca/vix doth Oueſt. 1. 
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perſwade my heart by his owne Spirit of.bis 
\ . Eſſence \. 


not expreſſe fu 
tuall union, ow lib. 4. cap.17. 


I an{wer, I bave forgot what he bath writ, || 

long ſince out of him, | 
and for the preſent I haye no bookes about || 
me where I am, and therefere cannot ſatisfie | 


and my felfe haye read 


you in this, neither know I when I ſhall ſeeke 
to finde out the booke and place ; If I have 
leiſure, I willeither write to'you, or tell ſome 
of your friends before I agz gone, what he.bath, 
ſaid'or writ that way, &c. | 

Againe thirdly, You deſire me to tell you 


how my ſelfe came to the cure of Atheiſticall | ; 


thoughts, and whether they did weare out, 
or whether they were rationally overthrown. 
I anſwer, at firſt they did wear out, mee- 


| ting with fruitlefſe and dead-hearted company, 

' which was at the Univerſity. | 
| - 2, The Lord awakened me againe, and|: 
| bid me beware leſt anold fore broke out again ; 


and this T found that ſtrength of reaſon would 
commonly convince my underſtanding that 
there was a God, but I felt it utterly infuffici- 
ent co,perlwade my will of- it unleſle it was by 
fits, when as I thought Gods Spirit moved up- 
on.the Chaos of thoſe horrible thoughts ; and 
thisI thinke will befcund a truth. 

> I did groane woes bondage - thoſe 
unbelieving thoughts, looking up, and. ſighing 
to the 3 pr if be tons his —— 
word dedared him to be, be would be pleaſed 
to reveale himſelfe by his owne beames, and. 


my thoughts about our Spiti- | 


—_—_— 
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atheiflical thoughts. 
|" Efence and being, which if he woutd ds, I 

| ſhould account it mp ayes mercy that evet 
it, | he ſhewed me. And after grievous and heavy 
{| perplexities, when I was by<hem altnoſt for- | 


ou! | [| ced to make an end of my 'elfe ind finnefull life, 
oFie | $1 20d to be mine owne Executiener, the Lord 
eke | I} came between the bridge and the water, and 


ſet me out of anguiſh of ſpirit, (us ſhe prayed 
for a child) to pray wo him for light 10 
ath | 1 *d< midſt of 1o great darkenefſe ; In which 
time he revealed himſelfe, manifeſted his love; 

ſtilled all thoſe raging thoughts, gave returne 
-all 10 great meaſure of them, ſo that rhough I 
'F] could not read the Scripturs without blaſ- | 
phemous thoughts before, now I ſaw © 
glory, a majeſty, a miſtery, a depthin ic, which 
, fally perſwaded, and which light (1 defire to 
| ſpeake it to the glory of his free grace, ſecing 
nd | you call metoit) isnot wholly put out, butre- 
maines while I defire to walk clo(ely with him, 


14 anto this day. And thus the Lord opened mine 
at | || <y<5,and cured meof this miſeryzand if any ſuch 


baſe thoughts come {like beggers to my doore) 
iy | [| 1 my minde, _ and put thule icruplesto me, 6-3 
y T uſe to ſend them away with this anſwer, Why 
7 | || ſhall Iqueſtion that Truth, which I have both 
_— and fcen, hh. j | 
ut you ſay this retnedy is z viz, of prt> Objef. 
le yer,but that —_— it,eſpecially becauſe 4 | 
5 you queltjen the truth of God. 
4 Yet (deare Sir) give not over this Trade, | 4»{w, 
d you will doubtlefſe finde it gainefull, when it 
ay be God hath laden you more with theſe 
< | "<2 _thonghes, 


> £ 
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thonghts, and; made; you loath your: felte for 
them. - But the thing, ſcemes(ſtrangeto me, if 
I miſtake. you-not, vis... that heart will 
not be perſwadgd, but, that. you mult reſolve 
your doubts concerning tion of Scrip- 
ture, not by ſeeking to harmoniſe thole paſla- 
ges that ſceme to crofſe'one another, | but by al- 
criding ſome humanity or error, (if 1 may 1n- 
tcrpret you) tothe pen-men, ſeeing St. Pawl 
faith, /e propheſy but 1 part, and ſeeing one of 
the Evangeliſts leaves out the doxology inthe 
Lords prayer. | 

Sir, it you take theſe thoughts, ariſing from 
theſe and the like grounds, as your burden, 1 do 


but if your judgement indeed thinke fo, .I am 
forry you thogld harbonr ſuch thoughts one 
houre* within doores : fer you know that holy 
men writ the Seriptures .(but ſo far they might 
erre, but. it is added} as they were inſpired, 
or (as the-Originall, hath it} as they were mo- 
ved or carried in the armes of the holy Ghoſt, 
and {@ how could they erre ? how.could God 
lie? It is true, Pax! did propheſie but in part, 


phelie fully, therefore in ſome things be did 
not prophelie truly ; I am perſwaded you will 
ſay there are many things my pore thoughts 
have ſuggeſted to you, astrue; and yet 1 am 
Reece I doe in them prophetic (ifI may 
olay} but in part. The Spirit of God dire- 
angeliſts to write, yeblo, as 


hands not all write what another writ, but in 


-not blame you, but- pitt} you in thatreſpeRt | 


and is this an argument, becauſe be did not pro- | | 


— LA 
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great 


[2772 Scripture ſenſe, and the —— 
| © 
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atheifticall thoughts. 


om wiſdome left ſome things doubtfall, 'and | 


in one, Which" are more Cleare and tult it 
another : and hence the Doxologie is fullyſet 
downe'in one, and not in another, and many 
reaſons I coald ſet you downe why, but that 
it j8needleſle ; I grant you oftght not to put up 
all with a charitable opinion of Scripture, but 
if you can, by reaſon, reading, and comparing, 
helpe your heatt'to a fall perſwaſion, this 1$ 
Scriptare » biit many things 'you cannot get 
ſatis{aRion for, by that way and meanes , but 
{till yoar Spirit will be left darke and doubt- 
fall; What courſe will you here take for reſolu- 
tion, which is Scripture ? The Papiſts fay it 1s 
ſo, becauſe the Church hath chriſtned it for 
Seripture ; you ſay yon will ſce reaſon for it that 
it is ſo, orelſe you cannot be fatisfied, then I 
feare you wil never be ſatisfied. (Ithinke) In 
this caſe therefore theſe two things you are to 

os : -, 
r. To go to God by prayer, to give you 2 


' reſolution of - all your doubts, and by ſome 


meanes or other, ſome light to ſee whether 
thisis his word or not, Secondly, if this be bis 


þ | word, that he would perſwade your heart of it, 
| | thatit is fo : For the lealt reſolution which is 


Scripture, and which is not, is made by the 
ſame perſwafion, and ſole perſwaſion of the 
ſame Spirit that writ the Scripture. Concer- 
ying the Angels that appeared to Mary, fee 
Gerard, and he briefly, (1 thinke) will fatisfie 
you : Inyour anſwer tothe particular ſcruples 
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of them. Onely this I. will -adde to the. laſt 
clauſe about theſe things, that if the. Scripture 
be inſpired by the boly Ghoſt,. and that not in 
the ſum and ſubſtance of it, but to every word 
and ſentence of it, which I thinkeyou will not 
doubt of, when you have confideredit, then 1 
thinke it will undeniably follow, - that the ſame 
Spirit of truth is alſo a Spirit of order, and bence 
the method of various penning of it, is from 
the Spirit too, which you ſay. you ſticke at, 

Againe to your thirdthing, concerning your 
ſpirit being burthened with involuntary infirmi- 
ties,s burdens, but not as finnes. I ſay nothing 
now, becauſe 1 perceive by one part of your 
reply that the Lord hath done you ſome good 
by the firſt anſwer, onely it is your griefe you 
cannot fearethem, nor condemn your ſelte for 
them, asdamning finges, For ſatisfaRtion of 
Which, I hope this reply to your ſecond trou- 
ble will give you ſome ſatisfaRtion, * | 

Againe to your fourth queſtion, to know 
whether theſe changes you have ſometimes, 
andthelſe movings of the Spirit, are not of na- 
turall temper, or Gods Spirit. It feemes I 
did a httle miſtake the meaning, becauſe you 
meant not the maine worke of grace, but oc- 
caſionall Rirrings and movings of heart, as by 
reading ſome patheticall Letter, your Spirit is 
moved with joy or ſorrow, which it may be 
will not be ſtirred at ſome other time, as by 
drinking a cup of wine, the ſpirit is made more 
chearfull and lively, &c. 


| fnſw. i I anſwer theſe three things. 


T, Firſt, 


—— 


| times, by a thundering Miniſter , yet never a 


ay, Lord, why doſt _ give me any defire 


the Spirits motions. 


1. Firſt, That it is very uſuall for naturall | 
affeRions to be raiſed by a naturall temper, as 
by drinking, cating, noveltinefle of the Go(- 
pel, John's candle flies were raviſhed with the | 
Goſpel : People are naturally moved tomes | 


whit the more grace, &c. and it is a good ſpeech 
of Door Ames : Arminian univerſall grace 
(asthey deſcribeit) may be the ettect of a good 
dinner ſometimes. | 

2. That though the being of grace depends 
not upon the temper of the body, yet the cxer-,; 
cile of grace, and many gifts of grace, together 
with the feeling of it doth. And hence a good 
dinner, and ſometimes wine to. ſad melan- 
choly (if gracious) heart may remove rem pro- 
hibentens that may keepe grace,, as. Joy and 
thanketullnefle from working, and fo take the 
grace and draw it ,out, not create and diffuſe 
the grace. + The Prophet called (you know)| 
for a Minſtril, which ſome thinke, (and that 
upon good grounds} was to raiſe up his heavy | 
heart, and make him chcarfull and. fit to ſpeake, 
the body is the inſtrument, which if it be bro» 
ken, the beſt grace will hardly ſound, but if 
whole, thenthey will, JE" + 

3- If you would know when theſe things 
onely draw out grace, ar make a thing ikennro 
grace in the Soul, Lan(wer, by theſe zgwo things 
chictiy. | | 

t. If it be true grace, it ever,makos you 
more hamble and vile in your owne eyes, and 
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Anſw, 1. 


— 


to thee, ay cheerfulneſſe in ſerving thee ? | 
&C- 

2, It tnakes you more thankefall, and to 
blefle the Lord that fie thus remembers you, for 
this is a ſtanding rule, what cver comes from] 
nature, and a mans felfe,' it ever builds up it 
ſelfe, and returnes to ſelfe againe;; what ever | 
prace comes from Chriſt, jt drives a man out 
of himſelfe, by making bim humble,” and draws 
bim unto Chriſt that ſent kim, 'by making bim 
thankfull ; Ttbinke all grace, and ſtirrings, and 
movings, that have not this double effe&R in 
ſome meafure, are to be ſuſpe&ted, and if they | 
have, it is dangerous to doubt whether they are 
true or no. 

5- Again, Your fifth thing about providence, 
you-{ay you cannot ſee a- poſitive providence, 
althongh you do ſee a negative providence in all 
your occaſions, and comforts, and croffes, you 
meet withall, as namely, you can thanke God 
for not taking away your life, &c. - but you can- 
not ſee God giving it, 

T anſwer, x, Conſider what I writ to you at 
firſt about this queſtion in generall. 

2. Ponder ſadly whether any creatnre or ap-' 
purtenance to it, hath its being from it ſelfe, or 
from 'the will and word of God, viz. I will 
have ſnch'amantobe, and ſuch a memory to 
be, &c, ''I thinke you will fay nothing can 
make it ſelfe, therefore here js a pofitive pro- 
vidence in baving life, liberty, &c. 

3. Confider whether the ſame will and word 


| thatgives it a being, together with all the ap- 


are. 
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the Spirits motions. 


ptirtenancesto it, doth not-alſo give it at and | 
motion, * That it is ſo, I thus demonſtrate it. 

I1- Every creature is made for anend, forgo} 
wiſe efficient, but workes for ſome wiſe end. 
2. That nocreature can lead it ſelfe to its end, 
if Gnnefull or icrationall. 3. God muſt gnd doth 
lead it by its ſeverall a&s and movings to 
ahat end, Hence 4. Every a& is determined by 

od. 

And although I grant ſome creatures move 
freely, ſomeneceſlarily, yet itis from a poſi- 
tive will and providence that they move, at 
and ſee, Therefore you ſee what cauſe there 
isto ſee a poſitive providence in every thing. 

Concerning the reſt of your letter, Okthat 
I had time and heart to write more, yet I hope 
I have writ enough for this time, and the Lord| 
knowes whether evermore or no. However 
I thanke you heartily for improving me this 
way of writing, who have my mouth ſtopt | 
from ſpeaking. I wifh I had more {uch friends 
to deale thus with me, and my ſelfe more time, 
and a more fruitfull head and heart to improve | 
my ſelfe, this, of any other like way for them : 
For who knowes what breathings of Gods | 
Spirit are loſt for want of writing, eſpecially 
when there is no ſeaſon of ſpeaking. Truly Sir, 
I meet with few that are much troubled in that 
manner as your ſelfe, but they goe on in an 
ealie, quiet, and very dangerons way - which 
troubles { I 'perſwade my felfe ) keepyou a- 
waking, when other virgiosare ſlumbring, and 
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after which (I am periwaded) the Lord jn- 
| E 2 tends! 
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I {aid before, be not diſcouraged, or too much 


you blamelefle and unſpotted.in an evill world, 


= heavy plagues. 
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tentls to uſe you for more then common ſervice, 
if you wade well through them ; however as 


perplexed jn ſorrow for them, For ſurely, as 
farre as I can guelle, the. Lord is preparing you 
for hitmielfe by. them, I fhall not forget you, 
though I never ſaw. you : and I. beſeech you 
if you have any ſparke of affeRion toward me, 
kindled by theſe few lines, remember when 
you-are beſt able to pray for your ſelfe,. tare- 
member to looke after me and mine, and all 
that go with me on the mighty waters, and 
then'to looke up--and ſigh to Heaven for me, 
that the. Lord would out of his free grace but 
bring me to that good land, and thole glorious 
Ordinances,and that there I may but behold the 
face of the Lord in his Temple, though hee ne- 
ver delight to uſe me there, though 1 and mine 
ſhould poſſibly beg there, and thatif the Lord 
ſhould call me to my folemne worke and (ervice 
for the good of his Church and People, and 
company that goe with me, or are gone be- 
tore me, that then the Lord Jeſus would re- 
veale bis ſecretsto me, and enable me the lit- 
tle- time I have to live, to befiuitfull ro him, 
and to have a larger heart then ever for him. 
As for your ſelfe, 1 ſhall deſire the Lord to keep 


and that as he bath begun, ſo he would per- 
ſet, and crowne his divine graces and wore 
1n yau, and that you may be preſerved from na- 
tionall fins, which ſhortly bring National and 


And 
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ce we 


The Conclufion. 


And the preſence of the Lord may abide 
with you, and in you, untill the Lord call fox 
you. Remember my kinde love to your Fa. 
ther, whoſe name I have forgot, and by whom 
I could not ſend theſe lines, being then hin- 
dred by bufineſſe. Now the peace of Jeſus 
Chriſt be with you and keepe you upright and 
blamelefſe till dearh. And if I never ſee you 
more till the laſt and great day, then Fareyell, 
Farewel. 
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